





TAKE A LOOK

One glance at this ride and you will
notice that the Siege is pretty on point
when it comes to the current trends and
stylings of brakeless BMX. The Siege
comes built around a full-chromoly
frame with a 21-inch top tube, Mid bot-
tom bracket, 74.5-degree head tube
angle, small dropouts and not a brake
mount/cable guide in sight for a super-
clean look.

As further testament to the bike's
refined look, Norco did away with the
traditional seatpost clamp and went with
the fully integrated version. The front
end is made up of a set of full-chromoly
forks with tapered legs, a pair of big,
8.5-inch-rise bars with a 29-inch width,
Norco Small Flange grips, and a Norco

alloy top-load stem for added bar height.

The drivetrain is made up of three-piece
tubular chromoly, eight-spline cranks,
a 25-tooth alloy sprocket and Wellgo
Resin pedals.

The wheels don't disappoint, with
36-hole, sealed cassette hubs laced
to Alienation rims (Deviant in the front,
Black Sheep in the rear). Both are
wrapped in signature Odyssey Aaron
Ross tires with a 2.35-inch in the front
and a 2.1-inch in the rear. To cap the
bike off with a refined detail, the one-
piece seat/post combo looks nice to sit
on and lightweight, as it will no doubt
be shaving unwanted ounces off at
the scales. The Siege rocks a stealthy
look with an all-black color scheme,
except for the skin-wall tires that
really make the bike pop.

RIDE, RIDE, RIDE

When we first opened up the box and
put it together, we had a good feeling
about how it would ride. Although you
never know until you actually get on it
and ride, the whole bike just looked and
went together solid.

When we finally put our feet to the
pedals, we were happy to find that riding
it was exactly as we expected. Our test
rider actually rides an almost identical
setup on a regular basis, so the transi-
tion for him was smooth. In the streets,
the Siege is light enough to be able
to hop and spin with ease, but it feels
stable when landing flat down a big set
of stairs or over a gap.

As many riders have come to find, a
bike that is too light on the street does
not respond well to hard landings.
Fortunately, Norco found the perfect
balance of weight and stability, and we
loved it. The big bars, combined with
the 21-inch top tube, definitely made the
bike feel roomy and left plenty
of space to move around.
Although the bars are a full 29
inches wide, barspins came
around without issue, and turndowns
felt extra-crankable. Of course, bar
width is a personal choice, as well as
one based on rider size, so you can
always cut them down if they feel too
big. Without trimming the grips, the

Norco bars allow for up to a 2-inch trim
on each side, meaning you can narrow
them up to 25 inches if need be without
your grips hitting the bend. The overall
geometry of the frame felt great. The
74.5-degree head'tube angle provided
quick handling, while the shorter rear
end made hops and manuals feel dialed.

Although it doesn’t come with pegs,
we had to throw a set on, as well as
small dropouts, just to see how they fit.
Both the front and rear dropouts allow
for a standard-size peg to sit flush, leav-
ing minimal room for drag, which is
always a bonus when it comes to grind-
ing.

At the park, the Siege rode just like a
pro complete. The grips were soft and
felt broken in right away, the Wellgo ped-
als gripped when we needed them to,
and ground smooth and fast on coping,
making them a versatile choice for all
styles of riding. For footjam variations,
the bigger 2.35-inch tire in the front

really made

for the perfect

platform, and
with minimal

clearance in between

the top of the tire

and the bottom of the
forks, there is zero
chance of getting your
toes sucked between

the tire and fork, which
our toenails are grate-
ful for.

Speaking of the tires,
it was cool to see such
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BIKE test.

NORCO SI=GE

The Siege was fairly easy to move around on;

hops like this were no trouble, thanks to its

overall lightweight.

a popular signature set on the Siege,
showing that Norco has been paying
attention to details and knows what the
riders want. Having tested the Odyssey
Aaron Ross signature tires in the past,
we still find ourselves surprised at how
well they grip smooth surfaces, and the
skin-wall sidewall gives it a cool retro
look. Oddly enough, one of the bike's
most talked-about details was the one-
piece seat/post combo.

Besides being light and trick-looking,
it also has a nice grippy cover, which is
perfect for pinching barspins and grab-

bing the nose for any seatgrab variation.

The sealed hubs with hollow axles were
also a nice touch and, again, showed
that Norco was paying close attention
to what makes a bike stand out from
the pack. We had no problems with the
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wheels at all, and the more we rode, the
smoother they seemed to get. While all
sealed hubs come a little tight, many
take months of riding to settle into per-
fection, but those on the Siege were
quick to settle and rolled as smoothly as
many performance hubs we have tested
in the past. The Alienation rims are built
tough, and although our test rider ended
up slamming a few times and gave the
bike a good toss, everything held true
through hours of test riding.

SETTING THINGS
STRAIGHT

One of our biggest frustrations with
brakeless completes is when they come
with a lever mounted on the bars and it's
not hinged. If you are going to make a

brakeless bike, we understand including
caliper brakes for safety reasons, but
either provide a hinged lever or don’t
pre-install the non-hinged lever so we/
riders don’t have to remove the grip to
get the lever off. Since all bikes come
from the shop with brakes installed, this
is something you will have to deal with
and will no doubt feel our frustration,
especially if you bounce back and forth
between brakes and brakeless.

As we were taking the grips off, we
noticed that they had a capped end on
them, which is not the end of the world;
however, even after a simple street ses-
sion where the bike went flying a few
times, the ends of the grips started rip-
ping. Even though the grips felt great,
we knew that we would eventually have
to cut the ends off—or let them rip off



on their own after a few falls—and put
on a set of bar ends. Because of this,
we would suggest cutting the ends of
the grips off and plugging in a $2 set of
nylon plugs before your bars plug you.
Another thing we had to mess around
with more than we would have liked to
was the stem. Even though we were
pumped on the top-load design
giving even more height to the front end,
the split cap design just didn’t hold up.
We found it slipping where most stems
wouldn’t and shouldn’t. A stem is
something that you need to have full
trust in, and although it's not a deal
breaker, we would consider an after-
market stem to go along with this ride
to provide that confidence you need to
perform at your peak without worrying
about your bike holding up.

SPEND YOUR MONEY

WISELY

When it comes down to it, we have to
admit that the designers behind this bike
really did a good job putting together a
bike that will have no trouble standing
up against any other brand in this price
range. In fact, with a little comparing, it

even rates ahead of some other, more
familiar brands when compared side

by side and part for part. Another cool
feature is that they went “size specific”
with the bars on the different top tube-
length options. If you really like this bike
but feel like it's a little big for you, don't

worry; they offer a 20.5-inch version with
smaller 28-inch-wide, 8-inch-rise bars as
well. Seems to us that if you are in the
market for a new ride and brakes just
aren't your thing, then the Siege may be
the bike you have been looking for.
Whether you have heard of Norco
before or not, now is the time to add
them to your list. From what we have
seen and ridden so far in 2012, their
bikes are the best they have ever been.
And with bikes like the Siege leading
their line, we feel Norco is ready to run
with the biggest names in BMX. 4

HEAD TUBE: 74.5°
SEAT TUBE: 71°
TOP TUBE: 21”
CHAINSTAY: 13.74” to
center

WEIGHT: 23.6 Ib.
PRICE: $640

HITS:
¢ Full-chromoly frame, fork
and bars

e Clean, stylish brakeless
look

e One-piece combo seat

MISSES:
e Stem slipped
¢ No bar ends/plugs

For a video
walk-through on L
the Norco Siege,

scan the code at
right!
march 2012 BMXplus! 63

",



